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a matter of after consideration. The details for execution are entrusted to you and the officer immediately in command of the troops.
Very respectfully, Your obt. svt., TJ. S. GRANT, Lt. Gen.
P.S. Should the troops under Gen. Weitzel fail to effect a landing at or near Fort Fisher, they will be returned to the Army operating against Richmond without delay. TJ. S. G.
From General Turner
CONFIDENTIAL.   Head Qra. Dept. Va. & N. C., Army of the James,
in the Field,  Deo.  6th,   1864
Maj. Gen'l. G. WEITZEL, Comd'g. 25th Corps
GENERAL: The Major General Commanding has entrusted you with the command of the expedition about to embark for the North Carolina coast. It will consist of about 6500 infantry, 2 batteries of artillery, and 50 cavalry.
The effective men of General Ames' Division of the 24th Corps, and Gen'l. Paine's Division of the 25th Corps, will furnish the infantry force.
Gen'l. Paine is under your orders. Gen'l. Ames will be ordered to report to you in person immediately. You will confer with these officers and arrange details. Instruct them to select their best men, making your total force about 6500 men.
The Chief of Artillery in conference with you will designate the artillery to be taken. The horses of the batteries, except one horse for each officer and Chief of Police will be left. Take one set of wheel harness.
Fifty men of Massachusetts Cavalry will be ordered to report to you.
Forty (40) ambulances, (2) horse, with necessary medical stores have been selected for the expedition, which will be distributed on at least two boats.
Take 60 rounds of ammunition on the men, 100 rounds in boxes to be distributed through the fleet. If your Division trains do not furnish the necessary amount, the balance required will be furnished by Chief of Ordnance at the point of embarkation. 300 rounds of ammunition (artillery) per gun will be taken. So much of it as is not contained in limber boxes and caissons will be loaded in boxes at point of embarkation.
Let each regiment draw and take with it on transport 5